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Under contemporary societal development, natural and cultural heritage 

(NCH) is regarded as one of the key resources for strengthening the tourism 

potential of territories. Its significance extends far beyond its recreational function, 

encompassing a broad range of socio-economic, environmental, and cultural 
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processes. This issue is particularly relevant for regions characterized by a 

complex historical and geographical structure and rich natural diversity, such as 

the Zaporizhzhia region of Ukraine [4, 5]. 

A comprehensive understanding of the concept of heritage provides the 

essential theoretical foundation for investigating its role in tourism development, 

particularly in the context of contemporary transformational processes and 

wartime challenges. Such an approach makes it possible to consider heritage not 

only as an object of preservation but also as a strategic resource for sustainable 

territorial development, social cohesion, and post-crisis recovery. 

Within contemporary scholarly discourse, heritage is interpreted as a 

universal social phenomenon encompassing both tangible and intangible values 

that are interconnected through their historical significance and cultural memory. 

Current approaches emphasize not only the conservation of heritage assets but also 

their contribution to local communities through the intergenerational transmission 

of knowledge, traditions, and identity, as well as their role in stimulating tourism 

development and regional economic growth. These perspectives are consistently 

highlighted in recent review studies on heritage and tourism, which emphasize the 

integrative role of natural and cultural heritage in promoting the sustainable 

development of territories [13].  

According to the UNESCO approach, heritage is regarded not only as an 

object of conservation but also as a strategic resource for sustainable development, 

possessing Outstanding Universal Value. The 1972 Convention Concerning the 

Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage distinguishes cultural, 

natural, and mixed heritage as separate categories, which have become the 

internationally recognized framework for heritage management and its integration 

into tourism development [6-8].  

From a practical perspective, it is appropriate to distinguish between natural 

and cultural heritage, as they differ in their origin and mechanisms of formation 

while remaining closely interconnected and collectively shaping the territorial 
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identity of a region. Natural heritage encompasses unique natural complexes, 

landscapes, ecosystems, and individual natural features possessing ecological, 

scientific, aesthetic, or recreational value. It is formed through long-term natural 

processes and includes geological formations, landforms, climatic characteristics, 

flora, and fauna. Its defining features are limited renewability and a high degree of 

vulnerability to anthropogenic pressures, which necessitate effective conservation 

and sustainable management. The significance of natural heritage for the state is 

multidimensional. It contributes to environmental stability and biodiversity 

conservation, provides an essential resource for recreation and tourism 

development, and reinforces the spatial distinctiveness and attractiveness of 

territories. In the case of Ukraine, natural heritage is of particular importance due 

to the country's remarkable landscape diversity, ranging from the Carpathian 

Mountains to the steppe ecosystems of the southern regions. This diversity 

constitutes a valuable foundation for sustainable tourism development, regional 

competitiveness, and the preservation of ecosystem services. 

In the Zaporizhzhia region, prominent examples of natural heritage include 

Khortytsia Island, protected steppe landscapes, and the Dnipro River Valley, all of 

which are of exceptional importance for biodiversity conservation and tourism 

development. Under the conditions of martial law, however, the region's natural 

heritage has been exposed to severe threats. Military operations, technological 

accidents, and environmental contamination have substantially increased the risk 

of ecosystem degradation, making the conservation of natural heritage an integral 

component of national security and post-war recovery. 

Unlike natural heritage, cultural heritage is the result of human activity and 

reflects the historical, social, and spiritual development of society. It comprises 

both tangible and intangible components. Tangible cultural heritage includes 

architectural monuments, historic buildings, archaeological sites, and cultural 

landscapes, whereas intangible cultural heritage encompasses traditions, customs, 
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language, folklore, craftsmanship, and other forms of cultural expression 

transmitted across generations. 

Cultural heritage plays a fundamental role in strengthening national identity, 

fostering intergenerational continuity, and preserving cultural diversity. It also 

contributes significantly to the advancement of education, scientific research, and 

tourism, while serving as an important instrument for enhancing a country's 

international image and cultural diplomacy. In the context of contemporary 

geopolitical challenges, the protection of cultural heritage has become not only a 

cultural priority but also a strategic objective for ensuring societal resilience and 

safeguarding historical memory [1, 2, 3].  

In Ukraine, cultural heritage is of exceptional value due to the country's 

multilayered historical development and the diversity of cultural influences that 

have shaped its identity over the centuries. In the Zaporizhzhia region, this is 

reflected in the coexistence of the cossack cultural legacy, archaeological sites 

associated with nomadic civilizations, and the industrial heritage of the twentieth 

century. The introduction of martial law has significantly intensified threats to 

cultural heritage, including the destruction of monuments, museums, archives, and 

other cultural institutions, resulting in the irreversible loss of both tangible and 

intangible elements of national memory. Consequently, the protection of cultural 

heritage has become an increasingly important strategic priority for the state.  

At the same time, cultural heritage has emerged as a powerful symbol of 

resilience, national unity, and historical continuity. It provides new opportunities 

for the development of domestic tourism, particularly memorial and patriotic 

tourism, while fostering public awareness, strengthening national identity, and 

supporting the post-war recovery of communities and territories [12].  

According to leading scholars in tourism studies, heritage tourism 

encompasses the practice of visiting places associated with historical, cultural, and 

natural values, with the purpose of exploring and interpreting their significance in 

relation to both the past and the present [11].  
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In our view, the contemporary understanding of heritage is based on its 

comprehensive interpretation as an integrated system of interrelated natural and 

cultural components. Within the tourism system, heritage serves not only as a 

resource base but also as a key factor of territorial differentiation, tourism product 

development, and regional positioning. This perspective is particularly relevant to 

the Zaporizhzhia region, where the combination of the steppe zone's natural 

resources, the Dnipro ecological corridor, and a multilayered historical and 

cultural heritage creates a distinctive foundation for tourism development. 

To advance the scientific understanding of the role of heritage in tourism, it is 

essential to identify the principal theoretical approaches to its utilization. 

Contemporary theoretical studies emphasize the interdisciplinary nature of 

heritage research, recognizing heritage resources not merely as tourism assets but 

also as integral elements of social memory, cultural identity, and symbolic capital. 

Within this framework, heritage is increasingly understood as a dynamic resource 

whose value extends beyond conservation, contributing to sustainable regional 

development, destination competitiveness, and the resilience of local communities 

[1, 2, 9].  

The resource-based approach conceptualizes heritage as a set of tourism 

resources characterized by their attractiveness, accessibility, and degree of 

development, thereby providing a basis for assessing the tourism potential of a 

territory and identifying prospects for its future development. To achieve a more 

comprehensive understanding of the interaction between natural and cultural 

components, the landscape approach is also employed. This approach interprets a 

territory as an integrated geosystem in which tourism represents a form of 

integrated landscape use that takes into account ecological, historical, and 

functional characteristics. In the case of the Zaporizhzhia region, particular 

attention should be given to the tourism potential of the Dnipro Ecological 

Corridor, which constitutes a strategic foundation for the development of nature-

based tourism. 
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Our research indicates that the further advancement of the theoretical 

framework is closely associated with the concept of sustainable tourism 

development, which seeks to achieve a balance between economic efficiency, 

social interests, and environmental conservation. Within this context, particular 

importance should be attached to the concept of tourism carrying capacity, which 

defines the maximum level of tourism use that a territory can sustain without 

compromising its ecological integrity or diminishing the quality of visitor 

experience. This approach provides an essential basis for ensuring the long-term 

sustainability of tourism destinations while safeguarding the natural and cultural 

heritage upon which their competitiveness depends. 

Particular importance should also be attached to the interpretive approach, 

which is aimed at revealing the meaning and significance of heritage assets to 

visitors. This approach promotes a deeper understanding of natural and cultural 

values while enhancing the overall quality of the tourism experience. Unlike the 

traditional approach, which is primarily limited to the presentation of heritage 

sites, interpretation seeks to explain and contextualize them through their 

historical, cultural, social, and environmental dimensions. 

The essence of the interpretive approach lies in establishing a meaningful 

connection between heritage assets and visitors by presenting information in an 

accessible, engaging, and intellectually stimulating manner. Such an approach not 

only facilitates the communication of factual knowledge but also fosters 

appreciation and a sense of responsibility towards heritage, thereby contributing to 

its long-term conservation and sustainable use. 

It should be emphasized that heritage interpretation is implemented through a 

wide range of instruments and practices, including museum exhibitions, thematic 

guided tours, interactive exhibitions, cultural and educational programmes, 

tourism routes, and interpretation centres. In recent years, digital technologies 

have become increasingly important in this field, particularly multimedia guides, 

augmented reality applications, mobile applications, and virtual tours, all of which 
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considerably expand opportunities for experiencing and understanding heritage. 

These innovative tools improve visitor engagement, support inclusive access to 

heritage resources, and strengthen the educational and communicative functions of 

tourism. 

The interpretive approach is particularly valuable for heritage assets that 

possess limited visual appeal or have been partially lost or damaged. In such cases, 

interpretation serves as a means of "recovering" their significance through the 

reconstruction of historical events, the visualization of lost elements, and the 

incorporation of narrative-based interpretive practices. By providing historical and 

cultural context, interpretation enables visitors to understand the symbolic and 

societal value of heritage beyond its physical appearance. 

For the Zaporizhzhia region, the interpretive approach offers considerable 

potential, as it facilitates a more comprehensive presentation of the territory's 

multilayered historical and cultural heritage, spanning from the civilizations of 

ancient nomadic peoples to the cossack era and the industrial development of the 

twentieth century. Particular attention should be paid to the interpretation of the 

cossack heritage, which represents a fundamental component of Ukraine's national 

identity, as well as to the steppe landscapes whose ecological significance often 

requires professional interpretation to be fully appreciated by visitors. 

Under the conditions of martial law, the interpretive approach has acquired 

additional functions, becoming an important instrument for understanding 

contemporary events, preserving historical memory, and documenting the 

consequences of war. New forms of heritage interpretation are emerging, 

including the memorialization of affected territories, the development of thematic 

heritage routes, and the incorporation of contemporary historical narratives into 

tourism discourse. These practices contribute not only to public education but also 

to the preservation of collective memory and the strengthening of societal 

resilience. 
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Therefore, the theoretical foundations of heritage interpretation emphasize its 

communicative role as a dynamic process of interaction between heritage and its 

audiences. Rather than merely transmitting information, interpretation encourages 

critical reflection, emotional engagement, and a deeper appreciation of the 

historical, cultural, and environmental significance of heritage, thereby enriching 

the educational value and transformative potential of the tourism experience [10].  

In our view, the interpretive approach not only enhances the attractiveness of 

heritage assets but also fosters a responsible attitude towards their conservation, 

promotes the development of educational and scientific tourism, and reinforces the 

role of heritage as a driver of the cultural and social development of territories. 

In summary, tourism serves as an important instrument for promoting natural 

and cultural heritage by generating economic benefits, increasing public 

awareness, and supporting the preservation of cultural traditions. At the same time, 

tourism activities may create significant challenges, including excessive visitor 

pressure, environmental degradation, and the loss of authenticity. Consequently, 

achieving an appropriate balance between tourism development and heritage 

conservation remains one of the fundamental principles of sustainable tourism 

management. 

Under the conditions of martial law, these challenges have become even 

more complex. Damage to infrastructure, restricted access to heritage sites, and 

environmental threats have substantially affected the use of heritage resources for 

tourism purposes. At the same time, heritage has acquired a renewed strategic 

significance as a resource for post-war recovery, the strengthening of national 

identity, the restoration of social cohesion, and the reintegration of Ukraine into 

the global cultural and tourism landscape. In this context, the preservation, 

interpretation, and sustainable use of natural and cultural heritage should be 

regarded as integral components of long-term regional development strategies and 

essential prerequisites for enhancing the resilience and international 

competitiveness of tourism destinations. 
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Therefore, NCH constitutes a fundamental basis for tourism development, 

while its effective utilization requires a comprehensive approach that integrates 

sound scientific evidence, the principles of sustainable development, and 

adaptation to contemporary challenges, particularly those arising from the ongoing 

war. In the case of the Zaporizhzhia region, this creates favourable conditions for 

the development of a new tourism model focused on the conservation, restoration, 

and sustainable use of natural and cultural resources, while enhancing the region's 

competitiveness at both the national and international levels. 

The findings of the present theoretical analysis demonstrate that natural and 

cultural heritage represents complementary components of a unified tourism 

potential that determine the spatial distinctiveness of a territory, its historical and 

cultural identity, and its capacity to develop a competitive tourism product. Under 

contemporary conditions, the effective utilization of heritage should be based on 

the integration of resource-based, landscape, interpretive, and sustainable 

development approaches. Such an integrated framework ensures an appropriate 

balance between economic efficiency, environmental protection, the safeguarding 

of cultural values, and the sustainable development of local communities. 

To systematize the findings of the theoretical analysis, Table 1 summarizes 

the principal characteristics of natural and cultural heritage, their functional 

significance, the major theoretical approaches to their application in tourism, the 

contemporary challenges affecting their conservation and use, and the prospects 

for their contribution to tourism development in the Zaporizhzhia region and 

adjacent territories. 

The analysis of theoretical approaches to understanding NCH enabled us to 

develop an original methodological framework for this study, grounded in 

systemic, geographical, tourism, and interdisciplinary approaches (Table 2).  
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Table 1. Theoretical foundations for the use of natural and cultural heritage as a 

driver of tourism development (Developed by the author) 
Theoretical 

аspect 
 

 

Natural heritage  Cultural heritage Implications for tourism 

development in the Zaporizhzhia 

region and adjacent territories 

Conceptual 

definition 
a collection of natural complexes, 

landscapes, ecosystems, geological 

formations, flora, and fauna 

possessing ecological, scientific, 

aesthetic, and recreational value 

a collection of tangible and 

intangible assets created by 

humans that reflect the 

historical, spiritual, and social 

development of society 

forms the resource base for tourism 

development while strengthening the 

territorial identity and distinctiveness 

of the region 

Main 

components 
protected areas, national and 

regional nature parks, rivers, 

islands, steppe ecosystems, natural 
and geological monuments, and 

biodiversity 

architectural monuments, 

archaeological sites, 

museums, historical 
complexes, traditions, 

customs, traditional crafts, 

and folklore 

contribute to the development of a 

diversified tourism product and 

support the growth of specialized 
forms of tourism 

Functions 
 

ecological, recreational, 

conservation, scientific, and 

educational 

historical and cultural, 

educational, cognitive, 

memorial, and communicative 

support the integrated development of 

nature-based, cultural, educational, 

ecological, and patriotic tourism 
Role in shaping 

tourism 

potential 

provides the foundation for the 

development of ecotourism, 

nature-based tourism, recreational 

tourism, and adventure tourism 

supports the development of 

cultural, historical, 

ethnographic, and memorial 

tourism routes 

enhances the competitiveness of 

tourism destinations while 

diversifying the regional tourism offer 

Major 

theoretical 

approaches 

resource-based approach, 

landscape approach, ecosystem 

approach, and the sustainable 

development concept 

resource-based approach, 

cultural approach, interpretive 

approach, and the concept of 

heritage as social capital 

provide a comprehensive framework 

for assessing the tourism potential of 

territories and identifying strategic 

directions for their sustainable 
development and utilization 

Heritage 

interpretation 
interpretation of the ecological, 

geological, and landscape values 

of natural heritage assets 

interpretation of the historical, 

cultural, and spiritual 

significance of heritage sites, 

monuments, and traditions 

enhances the quality of the visitor 

experience, increases visitors' 

awareness and appreciation of 

heritage values, and contributes to the 

long-term conservation of natural and 

cultural heritagе 
Application of 

digital 

technologies 

virtual tours, mobile applications, 

interactive maps, and augmented 

reality (ar) solutions for the 

interpretation of natural heritage 

assets 

digital museums, multimedia 

exhibitions, qr code-enabled 

heritage trails, and ar/vr-based 

reconstructions of historical 

monuments and heritage sites 

enhances the promotion and 

accessibility of tourism resources 

while improving visitor engagement 

and the overall tourism experience 

Major threats ecosystem degradation, 

anthropogenic pressures, 
environmental pollution, military 

operations, and technological 

accidents 

destruction of heritage 

monuments, museums, and 
archives; loss of intangible 

cultural heritage; and the 

consequences of armed 

conflict 

highlight the need for the 

implementation of modern heritage 
protection, monitoring, conservation, 

and post-war recovery mechanisms to 

ensure the sustainable development of 

tourism 
Prospects for 

utilization in the 

context of post-

war recovery 

restoration of protected areas, 

development of nature-based 

tourism, recreation, and green 

tourism routes 

restoration of historical and 

cultural heritage sites, and the 

development of memorial, 

patriotic, and cultural tourism 

contributes to the socio-economic 

recovery of affected territories, 

strengthens the region's image, and 

promotes the sustainable development 

of domestic tourism 
Examples from 

the 

Zaporizhzhia 

region 

khortytsia island, the dnipro river 

valley, protected steppe areas, and 

the coastal landscapes of the sea of 

Azov 
 

 

 

cossack heritage, 

archaeological sites, industrial 

heritage, museums, and the 

traditions of the Zaporizhzhia 

region 

together, they create a unique 

combination of natural and cultural 

resources that provides the foundation 

for the development of a competitive 

and sustainable tourism destination 
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The framework is based on the premise that natural and cultural heritage 

constitutes a complex territorially organized system shaped by the interaction of 

natural, historical, socio-economic,and cultural processes. Within this perspective, 

NCH is regarded as one of the key drivers of tourism development, regional 

competitiveness, and sustainable territorial development. 

The proposed methodological framework follows the principle of progressing 

from the general to the specific, thereby enabling natural and cultural heritage to 

be examined across interconnected spatial scales, namely the global, national, and 

regional levels. Such an approach provides a comprehensive understanding of the 

phenomenon under investigation while facilitating the adaptation of international 

experience and best practices to the context of tourism development in Ukraine 

and, more specifically, in the Zaporizhzhia region. 

The first stage of the research is devoted to establishing the theoretical 

foundations of natural and cultural heritage. It identifies their place within the 

structure of tourism resources, examines their functions and contemporary 

concepts of utilization, and systematizes the principal theoretical and 

methodological approaches to their assessment and tourism development. This 

stage provides the conceptual and methodological foundation for the entire study. 

The second stage involves the analysis of international experience in the 

conservation, management, and tourism utilization of UNESCO World Heritage 

properties, which represent one of the most effective models of heritage 

governance. Examining the criteria for World Heritage inscription, as well as the 

principles of conservation, interpretation, and tourism use, provides a 

methodological basis for assessing the potential of Ukraine's natural and cultural 

heritage and identifying best practices applicable to the national context. 

The third stage focuses on a comprehensive assessment of the natural 

heritage, tangible cultural heritage, and intangible cultural heritage of the 

Zaporizhzhia region and its adjacent territories as interconnected components of 

the region's tourism potential.  
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Table 2. Proposed methodological framework for the study of natural and  cultural 

heritage as a driver of tourism development in the Zaporizhzhia region and 

adjacent territories (Developed by the author) 
Research stage Methodological 

framework 

Object of study Research focus Expected scientific outcomes 

І. Theoretical 

and conceptual 

stage 

systemic, resource-

based, geographical, 

cultural, and tourism 

approaches 

natural and 

cultural heritage 

as a component 

of tourism 

resources 

analysis of the conceptual and 

categorical framework, the 

functions of natural and 

cultural heritage, contemporary 

concepts of heritage utilization 

in tourism, the principles of 

sustainable development, and 

heritage interpretation 

establishment of the 

theoretical and methodological 

foundations for the study of 

natural and cultural heritage as 

a driver of tourism 

development 

II. Global 

(international) 

stage 

comparative 
geographical, 

historical, and 

institutional 

approaches 

UNESCO World 
Heritage 

properties 

analysis of the international 
criteria for heritage evaluation, 

as well as international 

experience in heritage 

conservation, management, and 

tourism utilization 

identification of international 
best practices that can be 

adapted to support tourism 

development in Ukraine and 

the Zaporizhzhia region 

III. National 

and regional 

stage 

territorial, 

integrated, 

landscape, and 

historical-

geographical 

approaches 

natural heritage 

of the 

Zaporizhzhia 

region and 

adjacent 

territories 

assessment of natural tourism 

resources, their territorial 

organization, tourism potential, 

and current patterns of 

utilization 

evaluation of the role of 

natural heritage in shaping the 

region's tourism specialization 

IV. Historical 

and cultural 

stage 

historical-

geographical, 
cultural, and 

heritage 

conservation 

approaches 

tangible cultural 

heritage 

analysis of historical and 

cultural tourism resources, 
including archaeological, 

architectural, cossack, and 

industrial heritage, as well as 

their utilization in tourism 

determination of the role of 

tangible cultural heritage in 
the development of cultural 

tourism 

V. 

Sociocultural 

stage 

ethnogeographical, 

cultural-

anthropological, and 

sociocultural 

approaches 

intangible 

cultural heritage 

analysis of traditions, customs, 

traditional crafts, gastronomy, 

festivals, and other elements of 

intangible cultural heritage 

substantiation of the role of 

intangible cultural heritage in 

shaping the regional tourism 

product and strengthening 

territorial identity 

VI. 

Infrastructure 

stage 

transport-

geographical, 

logistics, and spatial 

approaches 

regional 

transport system 

assessment of the transport 

accessibility of tourism 

resources, the current state of 

transport infrastructure, and its 
influence on tourism flows 

evaluation of the level of 

transport provision for the 

tourism sector and 

identification of priority 
directions for improving 

transport accessibility and 

infrastructure 

VII. Strategic 

stage 

sustainable 

development, 

strategic planning, 

and regional 

development 

frameworks 

the tourism 

sector of the 

Zaporizhzhia 

region in the 

context of post-

war recovery 

analysis of the challenges 

associated with heritage 

utilization, assessment of 

tourism development 

prospects, and identification of 

strategic directions for post-

war tourism recovery 

development of scientifically 

grounded recommendations 

for the effective utilization of 

natural and cultural heritage as 

a key driver of sustainable 

tourism development 

VIII. 

Integrative 

stage 

comprehensive 

interdisciplinary 

approach 

Natural and 

cultural heritage 

as an integrated 

tourism system 

synthesis of the research 

findings and analysis of the 

interrelationships among 

natural heritage, cultural 
heritage, transport accessibility, 

and tourism development 

development of an original 

conceptual framework for the 

utilization of natural and 

cultural heritage as the 
foundation for building a 

competitive and sustainable 

tourism destination in the 

Zaporizhzhia region and its 

adjacent territories 
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This approach makes it possible to evaluate the territorial differentiation of 

heritage resources, identify their tourism specialization, determine the principal 

spatial patterns of their distribution, and define promising directions for their 

sustainable utilization and tourism development. The fourth stage is devoted to the 

analysis of transport accessibility as one of the key determinants of the effective 

utilization of natural and cultural heritage in tourism. Consideration of the 

transport-geographical location, the current state of transport infrastructure, and 

the spatial accessibility of heritage and tourism sites provides a comprehensive 

assessment of the actual opportunities for tourism development. This stage also 

makes it possible to identify transport constraints and infrastructural priorities that 

should be addressed to improve the accessibility and competitiveness of tourism 

destinations in the region. 

The final stage of the study is devoted to substantiating the key challenges, 

future prospects, and strategic directions for the utilization of natural and cultural 

heritage within the context of the post-war recovery of the tourism sector in the 

Zaporizhzhia region. Particular attention is paid to heritage conservation, the 

development of domestic tourism, the digitalization of tourism services, the 

integration of international best practices, and the implementation of sustainable 

development principles in tourism destination management. 

Thus, the proposed methodological framework is based on the integration of 

five complementary components: (1) the theoretical foundations of the study; (2) 

the analysis of international experience; (3) the comprehensive assessment of the 

region's natural, tangible cultural, and intangible cultural heritage; (4) the 

evaluation of transport accessibility; and (5) the identification of strategic 

directions for the post-war development of tourism. The integration of these 

components provides a holistic understanding of the role of natural and cultural 

heritage as a key driver of tourism development in the Zaporizhzhia region and its 

adjacent territories, while establishing a scientifically grounded basis for the 
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formulation of practical recommendations aimed at the effective utilization of 

heritage resources in regional development. 

The proposed methodological framework reflects the interrelationship 

between international approaches to heritage conservation and utilization, the 

national characteristics of tourism development, and the regional specificities of 

the Zaporizhzhia region. It ensures the conceptual coherence and methodological 

consistency of the research while enabling a comprehensive assessment of natural 

and cultural heritage as one of the principal drivers of sustainable tourism 

development. The framework also provides a transferable methodological basis 

that may be adapted for similar studies of heritage-based tourism development in 

other regions undergoing socio-economic transformation and post-conflict 

recovery. 

The proposed methodological framework is founded on the principles of 

systems thinking, comprehensiveness, spatial organization, interdisciplinarity, and 

sustainable development. Its distinctive feature is the sequential progression from 

the theoretical conceptualization of natural and cultural heritage to the analysis of 

international experience, followed by a comprehensive assessment of the heritage 

resources of the Zaporizhzhia region and its adjacent territories, culminating in the 

substantiation of practical directions for their utilization in tourism development. 

This methodological approach ensures a holistic examination of the 

interrelationships among natural, historical and cultural, sociocultural, and 

infrastructural determinants of tourism development. It provides a robust scientific 

basis for formulating evidence-based recommendations aimed at the post-war 

recovery of the regional tourism sector, while promoting the sustainable utilization 

of natural and cultural heritage as a strategic resource for regional development. 

The theoretical analysis conducted in this study demonstrates that natural and 

cultural heritage constitute interconnected components of a territory's tourism 

potential, shaping its spatial distinctiveness, historical and cultural identity, and 

competitive advantages for tourism development. Contemporary scholarly 



 

22 

perspectives recognize heritage not merely as an object of conservation but as a 

multifunctional resource for sustainable development that integrates 

environmental, sociocultural, economic, educational, and recreational functions. 

The review of the scientific literature indicates that natural heritage 

contributes to ecological resilience and supports the development of nature-based 

tourism, whereas cultural heritage serves as a repository of historical memory and 

national identity, providing the foundation for cultural, historical, ethnographic, 

memorial, and patriotic forms of tourism. 

The findings further suggest that the effective utilization of heritage in 

tourism depends on the integration of resource-based, landscape, and interpretative 

approaches within the broader framework of sustainable development. Particular 

importance is attributed to heritage interpretation and the application of digital 

technologies, which enhance the visibility of tourism resources, improve the 

quality of the visitor experience, and foster responsible attitudes toward heritage 

conservation. It has been demonstrated that, under the conditions of martial law, 

natural and cultural heritage is exposed to significant threats while simultaneously 

acquiring strategic importance as a resource for the post-war recovery of 

territories, the preservation of national memory, and the revitalization of domestic 

tourism.  

In the case of the Zaporizhzhia region and its adjacent territories, the unique 

combination of the natural heritage of the steppe zone, the Dnipro Ecological 

Corridor, Khortytsia Island, and the region's multilayered cultural heritage - 

including Cossack, archaeological, and industrial heritage − constitutes a 

distinctive asset for tourism development. Their integrated utilization creates 

favorable conditions for the development of a competitive tourism product and 

contributes to the sustainable development of the region. 

The present study establishes the theoretical and methodological foundation 

for further research into the current state of the natural and cultural heritage of the 

Zaporizhzhia region and its adjacent territories, the assessment of its tourism 
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potential, and the identification of перспективs for its utilization as a driver of 

tourism development. Furthermore, the proposed conceptual and methodological 

framework for the comprehensive study of natural and cultural heritage provides 

an integrated approach to examining the interrelationships among natural, 

historical and cultural, sociocultural, and infrastructural determinants of tourism 

development. This framework offers a scientifically grounded basis for developing 

evidence-based recommendations to support the post-war recovery and sustainable 

development of the regional tourism sector. 
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