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Cooperation between Ukraine and the Republic of India has the potential to
evolve into a systematic and strategically significant partnership, particularly in
the sphere of agricultural sector development during Ukraine’s post-war recovery.
Given India’s growing geoeconomic importance within the system of international
relations and its extensive experience in managing complex socio-cultural
diversity, Ukrainian-Indian cooperation possesses considerable potential that
extends beyond traditional frameworks of economic or defence interaction.

The issues of economic and agricultural diplomacy within the contemporary
system of international economic relations have attracted substantial attention
from both domestic and international scholars. In academic literature, agricultural
diplomacy is generally regarded as a component of economic diplomacy aimed at
advancing national economic interests, expanding trade and economic
cooperation, and strengthening food security on a global scale. Theoretical
approaches to defining the essence of economic diplomacy in the system of

international relations have been extensively examined by foreign researchers. In
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particular, M. Okano-Heijmans conceptualizes economic diplomacy as an
interdisciplinary phenomenon situated at the intersection of international relations,
economics, and diplomatic studies, combining the political instruments of the state
with economic mechanisms designed to promote national interests in the
international arena (2011) [4]. The scholar emphasizes that economic diplomacy
plays a crucial role in shaping contemporary global economic governance and
facilitating the development of international trade.

A significant contribution to the study of the mechanisms of economic
diplomacy has also been made by Ukrainian scholars. In particular, the works of
N. M. Hrushchynska examine the role of trade diplomacy in promoting national
products in foreign markets, especially within the context of expanding Ukrainian
exports to the European Union (2016) [1]. The author highlights the importance of
coordinated interaction between governmental institutions and diplomatic
missions in establishing an effective system for supporting national exports. The
functioning of economic diplomacy as an instrument of state foreign economic
policy has also been explored in the studies of Yu. O. Chuhaienko, Ya. P.
Pukhalska, and V. M. Baranovska. These researchers emphasize the growing
importance of diplomatic institutions in regulating a state's foreign economic
activities, creating favourable conditions for international trade, and fostering
economic cooperation (2013; 2014; 2012) [5; 6; 8]. At the same time, O. M.
Sharov views economic diplomacy as a synthesis of scholarly approaches aimed at
safeguarding and advancing the national economic interests of the state within an
increasingly globalized economic environment (2018) [9].

Certain aspects of the institutional development of economic diplomacy and
its role within the contemporary system of international economic relations have
been examined in the works of V. V. Kukharyk and T. Nubling, who emphasize
the significance of diplomatic mechanisms in fostering international economic
partnerships and strengthening interstate cooperation (2021) [3]. A similar
perspective is advanced by V. Kukharyk, who regards economic diplomacy as an
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important instrument for advancing and protecting national interests in the sphere
of international economic interaction (2021) [10]. International scholarly literature
has also devoted considerable attention to sector-specific forms of economic
diplomacy, particularly agricultural diplomacy. In this regard, S. Zhang analyzes
the development of China’s agricultural diplomacy within the framework of the
“Going Global” strategy, highlighting its importance for expanding international
economic cooperation, enhancing food security, and promoting national
agricultural interests in global markets (2019) [2]. At the same time, despite the
substantial body of research on economic diplomacy, the development of
agricultural diplomacy as a distinct instrument of international economic
partnership-particularly in the context of Ukrainian—Indian cooperation and the
establishment of the institution of agricultural attachés-remains insufficiently
explored. This underscores the need for further scholarly investigation into the role
of agricultural diplomacy in shaping new mechanisms of international economic
interaction, promoting agricultural trade, and contributing to food security on a
global scale. The purpose of this article is to examine the role of agricultural
diplomacy within the system of international economic partnership between
Ukraine and India and to substantiate the significance of establishing the
institution of agricultural attaches for the advancement of trade and economic
cooperation, the promotion of agricultural products in foreign markets, and the
development of new areas of bilateral engagement in the context of digitalization,
the transformation of food systems, and the strengthening of global food security.
At present, agricultural diplomacy serves as an important instrument for
strengthening international economic partnership between Ukraine and India. Its
effectiveness largely depends on the establishment of a network of agricultural
attachés who facilitate the expansion of trade and economic cooperation, promote
agricultural products in foreign markets, and contribute to the development of joint
innovation projects. At the same time, the integration of digital technologies, the

advancement of food systems, and the implementation of blue economy principles
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create additional opportunities for deepening bilateral cooperation between the
two countries. This makes it possible to regard agricultural diplomacy not only as
a component of contemporary international economic policy but also as a strategic
mechanism for enhancing global food security. To better understand the role of
agricultural diplomacy in fostering international economic partnership between
Ukraine and India, it is appropriate to outline the key components of this
cooperation. The data presented provide a comprehensive overview of the principal
directions for the formation and implementation of agricultural diplomacy in the
context of contemporary global challenges to food security (Figure 1).

The expansion of bilateral dialogue in this sphere has the potential to
strengthen Ukraine’s position in international affairs while simultaneously creating
favourable conditions for recovery and sustainable development at both the
national and regional levels. In this regard, it is important to identify the key
components of cooperation emerging at the intersection of agricultural policy,
economic diplomacy, and the effective management of international relations.
Particular attention should be given to mechanisms of interaction between public
authorities, the development of resilient food systems, and the application of
digital tools to enhance agricultural cooperation. In the context of wartime and
post-war transformations, deeper cooperation in the field of human rights has
become increasingly relevant. Such cooperation may be implemented through
technical assistance mechanisms, joint monitoring initiatives, and professional
capacity-building programmes. A practical foundation for this interaction can be
found in Ukraine’s experience of implementing bilateral cooperation programmes
with countries of the Global South, as well as in India’s Indian Technical and
Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Programme, which annually provides extensive
training and professional development opportunities for specialists from partner
countries. The adaptation of relevant mechanisms to Ukraine’s needs may
contribute to the development of human capital in the fields of legal protection and
post-war reconstruction planning. Particular importance should be attached to the
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digitalization of public administration and the advancement of transparent

governance instruments. India’s experience in implementing the Digital India

programme since 2015 demonstrates the potential of large-scale deployment of

digital solutions in the provision of public services, monitoring the activities of

governmental institutions, and ensuring citizens’ access to public information.

ﬁade diplomacy is a foreign poh

cy instrument designed to safe-
guard a state's economic interests,
promote exports, attract foreign in-
vestment, and facilitate negotia-
tions on trade agreements. It en-
compasses the professional man-
agement of export and import ac-
tivities, the response to trade barri-
ers and restrictions, and active par-
ticipation in the formulation and

development of international trade
wles and regulatory frameworks/

ﬁ:onomic diplomacy refers to the use of diplomah
methods and instruments by a state to promote its
national economic interests, facilitate international
trade, attract foreign investment, and strengthen
economic security. It encompasses the protection of
national business interests abroad, the analysis of
foreign markets, and cooperation with international
organizations. As a key dimension of contemporary
foreign policy, economic diplomacy frequently
constitutes a substantial share of the activities carried
out by embassies and diplomatic missions, often

Agricultural diplomacy is a foreign policy instrument that comprises a
set of negotiation, legal, analytical, and representative mechanisms
designed to promote national agricultural products in international

markets amid the digital transformation of global value chains. It
serves to safeguard the interests of the agricultural sector in
international economic relations, establishes institutional foundations
for the professional activities of agricultural attachés within diplomatic
and trade missions abroad, and contributes to the formation of a multi-
level framework of interaction between the state and the international
environment (author’s definition).

accounting for more than half of their operational
\ engagement. /

Figure 1. The Conceptual Role of Agricultural Diplomacy in International

Economic Partnerships and the Institutional Development of Agricultural Attachés

In the context of Ukraine’s post-war challenges, particularly the need for

active community participation in reconstruction processes, this experience may

be utilized to develop effective models of democracy, social partnership, and

human rights protection. The deepening of Ukrainian—Indian cooperation in the
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field of democratic governance may therefore be regarded as an element of
Ukraine’s foreign policy strategy aimed at establishing a new framework for
security, rule of law, and democratic interaction in the region of Central and
Eastern Europe. In examining agricultural diplomacy within the system of
international economic partnership between India and Ukraine, bilateral cooperation
should be viewed not merely as a trade and economic process but as a
multidimensional institutional mechanism integrating economic, legal, and
governance components. Given India’s growing geopolitical role in the global
food security architecture and its extensive experience in managing complex
sociocultural diversity, Ukrainian—Indian cooperation is acquiring strategic
importance for the formation of a new model of agricultural diplomacy. Within
this framework, agricultural diplomacy serves as an instrument for coordinating
the economic interests of states in the areas of agriculture, food security,
sustainable natural resource management, and rural development. At the same
time, it performs a mediating function between governmental institutions, businesses,
international organizations, and local communities. In this context, the
establishment of the institution of agricultural attachés becomes particularly relevant
as a specialized diplomatic mechanism designed to promote national interests,
expand export opportunities, and strengthen international economic cooperation.
The development of Ukrainian-Indian dialogue in the field of agricultural
diplomacy may extend beyond issues related to agricultural trade and investment
in agriculture to include the exchange of experience in the digitalization of the
agricultural sector and the management of food systems (Table 1). India, which
combines a large-scale agricultural sector with active governmental support for
digital transformation initiatives, including those implemented under its national
digital development programme, may serve as an important partner for Ukraine in
introducing digital tools for monitoring agricultural markets, managing land and

water resources, supporting farming enterprises, and administering state assistance

213



programmes. In this context, the institution of agricultural attachés may perform

an expanded range of functions.
Table 1. Directions for the Development of Ukrainian—Indian Partnership in the

Context of Implementing Agricultural Diplomacy Approaches and Advancing the

Institution of Agricultural Attachés
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These include an analytical function, encompassing the monitoring of food
markets, investment opportunities, and regulatory developments; a negotiating
function, involving the coordination of trade regimes and the harmonization of
quality and food safety standards; a technical function, primarily focused on
coordinating technical assistance programmes, educational initiatives, and
scientific exchanges; and a legal function, particularly related to supporting the
implementation of international commitments in the field of agricultural policy.
Special attention should be paid to India’s experience in training specialists
through international educational programmes, which may contribute to the
development of the professional capacity of Ukrainian agricultural attachés. The
preparation of such specialists should integrate competencies in international
economics, agricultural policy, trade law, institutional analysis, and intercultural
communication.lt should be emphasized that such cooperation strengthens
Ukraine’s international agency and expands the geographical scope of its external
economic engagement. In the context of Ukraine’s post-war transformation,
agricultural diplomacy is expected to evolve into both an economic and a security
instrument. The expansion of partnership with India will contribute to the
diversification of export markets, the strengthening of Ukraine’s position within
the global food system, the attraction of investment for the recovery of the
agricultural sector, and the formation of a new paradigm of food security.

An important dimension of agricultural diplomacy is the establishment of a
sustainable network of professional cooperation among representatives of
government institutions, diplomatic missions, agribusiness enterprises, research
organizations, international institutions, and educational centres in Ukraine and the
Republic of India. Such a network would facilitate the effective exchange of
information on agricultural market developments, investment opportunities,
regulatory changes, and the implementation of joint initiatives in agriculture and
food security. Particular emphasis should be placed on the preparation of highly
qualified specialists for work within the system of agricultural diplomacy through
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specialized educational programmes, internships, academic mobility schemes, and
professional training initiatives. These programmes may encompass international
economics, agricultural policy, international trade, trade law, diplomatic protocol,
food systems governance, agricultural digitalization, and intercultural
communication. Participation in international educational and scientific activities
would enable future agricultural attachés to develop practical negotiation skills,
establish professional connections with representatives of public and private
institutions, and acquire the experience necessary to represent national interests at
the international level. In the long term, these efforts will contribute to the
formation of a modern human capital base for agricultural diplomacy capable of
effectively promoting Ukrainian agricultural products in foreign markets,
advancing international economic cooperation, and strengthening Ukraine’s
position within the global food security system.

The practical implementation of this direction may be achieved through the
establishment of joint educational platforms, thematic training courses,
professional forums, and internship programmes involving universities, research
institutions, sectoral associations, and diplomatic missions of both countries. For
example, Ukrainian specialists may participate in advanced training programmes
on agricultural trade, food diplomacy, agricultural digitalization, and supply chain
management offered by Indian educational and research institutions. Conversely,
Indian experts may engage in joint research projects dedicated to the recovery of
Ukraine’s agricultural sector, the development of food systems, and the
implementation of innovative technologies in agriculture. Another promising
initiative is the introduction of short-term internships within relevant ministries,
trade missions, agricultural associations, and international organizations.

Such programmes would enable future agricultural attachés to gain practical
experience in foreign economic activities, export promotion, market analysis, and
the preparation of analytical materials for public authorities. Particularly valuable
would be exposure to the operational practices of agricultural representations in
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Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, where food security and agricultural trade
occupy a strategically important position within national development agendas. An
essential component of professional network development is the regular
organization of international conferences, round tables, business forums, and
exhibition events involving representatives of governmental institutions, the
private sector, and the scientific community. For instance, Ukrainian—Indian
agricultural forums could facilitate the establishment of direct contacts among
agricultural producers, investors, researchers, and potential trade partners. Such
platforms create opportunities to discuss contemporary challenges related to food
security, logistics development, product certification, and the reduction of non-
tariff barriers to trade. Special attention should also be devoted to the development
of digital professional communities and knowledge-sharing platforms. The
application of modern digital tools would enable the creation of a permanent
communication system connecting agricultural attachés, business representatives,
research institutions, and public authorities. This would facilitate the rapid exchange
of information concerning legislative changes, trade opportunities, investment
projects, and emerging technological solutions for the agricultural sector. In the
long term, the establishment of such a network of professional contacts will
contribute to the creation of an institutional foundation for a new generation of
agricultural attachés possessing not only diplomatic expertise but also advanced
knowledge of international economics, agricultural policy, digital technologies,
and food systems management. This, in turn, will create additional opportunities
for promoting Ukraine’s national economic interests, expanding the presence of
Ukrainian agricultural products in international markets, and strengthening
international economic partnerships with the Republic of India and other countries
worldwide. The findings of this study indicate that agricultural diplomacy is
gradually emerging as one of the key instruments for advancing international
economic partnership between Ukraine and the Republic of India. In the context of
the transformation of global food systems, the digitalization of economic
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processes, and the intensification of global challenges, agricultural diplomacy
extends beyond its traditional role of facilitating agricultural trade and acquires
broader institutional significance by integrating economic, diplomatic,
educational, innovative, and security dimensions. The study demonstrates that
deeper Ukrainian—Indian cooperation in the field of agricultural diplomacy creates
favourable conditions for expanding access to new markets, attracting investment,
fostering innovation-driven projects, and developing modern mechanisms for
ensuring food security. It is substantiated that the establishment of the institution
of agricultural attachés constitutes a crucial element in achieving these objectives.
The study further reveals that the adaptation of India’s experience in public
sector digitalization, food system development, human capital formation, and the
implementation of international educational programmes may become an important
factor in the modernization of Ukraine’s agricultural diplomacy framework. In the
long term, such cooperation is expected to strengthen Ukraine’s international
economic standing, diversify its external economic relations, expand the presence
of Ukrainian agricultural products in global markets, and reinforce the country’s
role within the global food security architecture. Under these conditions, agricultural
diplomacy should be regarded not merely as a component of economic diplomacy,
but as a strategic instrument for fostering long-term international partnerships,
enhancing human capital development, and ensuring sustainable economic growth.
Thus, the findings of this study indicate that agricultural diplomacy
represents a promising instrument for the development of international economic
partnership between Ukraine and India. The establishment of the institution of
agricultural attachés will facilitate the expansion of trade and economic
cooperation, the promotion of agricultural products in foreign markets, and the
advancement of investment and innovation projects within the agricultural sector.
At the same time, the application of India’s experience in the digitalization of
governance, the development of food systems, and the training of professional
personnel creates additional opportunities for deepening bilateral cooperation. In
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this regard, agricultural diplomacy is viewed as a strategic instrument for
strengthening international economic cooperation, diversifying export markets,

and enhancing Ukraine’s role in the global food security architecture.
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